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point of component B were rather far above the critical point of com-
ponent A, and if the solubility of solid B in liquid A is small, right up
to the critical temperature of A. The three-phase line for SB + L + G
will, as has been fully discussed elsewhere, twice meet the plait-point
curve, and each such meeting denotes the appearance of the critical
phenomena in a saturated solution.

The PT diagram represented in Fig. 170 by means of faint lines
relates to the case under discussion here.
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FIG. 169.

In Figs. 24 and 41 the three-phase line

lies entirely below the plait-point curve, that is to say, critical phenomena
can only appear in the case of unsaturated solutions. Now Fig. 170
only differs from Fig. 41 in that the three-phase line meets the plait-
point curve in the so-called critical end-points p and q. According to
Fig. 170 critical phenomena in unsaturated solutions appear from &x to
p } at p the critical phenomenon occurs in a saturated solution ; from
p to q, however, these phenomena can only be observed in super-
saturated solutions. At q a critical phenomenon in a saturated solution
occurs and from q to k again in unsaturated solutions. Thus from p to
q the plait-point curve isjnetastable.